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Canton Police Department’s Mission Statement 
Our Mission is to provide public safety services that are designed to fairly, efficiently and 

effectively prevent crime and safeguard lives and property. 

We will provide professional police services by inviting public participation resulting in a 
community atmosphere where citizens are free of unnecessary regulation and are 

treated with dignity and respect. 

Our personnel will maintain high ethical standards, training and professional 
development.  Our goal is to provide a community that is safe, secure and a pleasant 

place to live and visit. 

 

INTRODUCTION 
I am happy to present the 2018 annual report for the Canton Police Department.  This is the seventh 
annual report under my command.  I would like to address several accomplishments started or completed 
in 2018. 

• New officers hired – Officer Ethan Larson and Officer Dan Brady.  Also added a new part time 
officer, Officer Kipp Stearns. 

• Canton PD went live with the new Zuercher data base and report writing software.  This also tied 
us in with the dispatch and Lincoln County Sheriff’s Dept data base.  Most of the funding for this 
system was received by a grant written by Assistant Chief Dave Jacobs. 

• The Police department was asked to vacate the building that was rented from Lincoln County as 
they have plans for demolition of that site.  We are currently residing in an office located with in 
the Canton Fire Department. 

• The Canton Police Department received the training and product for NARCAN, a chemical 
treatment that can be administered by officers to combat known or suspected opioid overdose in 
adults and children.  NARCAN is carried in all squads. 
 

This being the seventh annual report, it will have highlights of the previous year, will show what the 
department accomplished and will list statistics that are now being tracked to show trends of crime and 
gives the department a glimpse into the future as to where we should concentrate our efforts.  This year’s 
report will show statistics of 2018 alongside the numbers from 2012 through 2017 as we continue the 
comparison of tracking and showing these trends. 

Sincerely, 

David H. Miller 



CANTON POLICE DEPARTMENT  

STAFF 
Full Time Officers 

Chief David H. Miller 

Assistant Chief David Jacobs 

Officer  Chris Reitsma 

Officer Timothy Wesseling 

Officer Ethan Larson 

Officer Dan Brady 

 

Part Time Officers 
 

 Michael Meinzer Kipp Stearns 

Our part-time officers are all full-time certified officers with other agencies in the area. 

LOCATION 
 

We are now located in the Canton Fire Department building, located at the corner of 
Hwy 18 and Dakota St. 

HOURS 
The Canton Police department offers the citizens and visitors of Canton 24 hour a day, 
7 days a week police protection.  This coverage requires extensive manpower that most 
people do not realize.  Within that 7 day period, we cover four 40 hour normal work 
weeks plus one 8 hour day.  However, we accomplish this with the officers working 12 
hour shifts and in doing so, the officers actually work 84 hours every two weeks.  By 
working the 12-hour shifts, this gives our agency some flexibility to cover for officers that 
are on vacation, training or sick leave. 



Equipment 

Vehicle and Design 
 

 

 

In 2016 the Canton Police Department completed the transition from the Ford Crown 
Victoria Police Interceptor to the Ford Utility Police Interceptor. We are now sporting 
three Sport Utility Vehicles (SUV) with new the color scheme and logo design shown 
above.  Ford Motor Company discontinued the production of the Ford Crown Victoria 
Police Interceptor.  This required a change in our patrol car selection in 2012.  This new 
SUV pursuit rated vehicle is an all-wheel drive platform of the Ford Explorer.  This 
allows us better traction on our hills in the winter months.  The new technology put in to 
this vehicle has also increased gas mileage to aid in our budget. 

In 2018, a new squad was placed in to service based on our regular rotation schedule.  
This year however, as we added a new position to the department and have a 
designated Detective, our oldest marked squad was retained and made in to an 
unmarked squad to assist us in our various duties. 

 

 



CALLS FOR SERVICE 
The Canton Police Department logged a total of 2714 log entries for the year 2018.  In 
our system, we have a total of 105 specific categories for calls for service.  Due to the 
extensive list, I will only list the categories and number of calls for service that are of 
concern to the citizens of Canton.  

 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 
Agency Assist  71 71 90 109 82 80 78 
Assaults 22 11 16 15 13 15 17 
 Simple  18 9 14 13 8 12 13 
 Aggravated  3 2 2 1 5 2 4 
 Aggravated on Officer  1 0 0 1 0 1 0 
Alarms  85 40 45 39 47 68 54 
Animal Complaints/Bites  214 256 251 269 190 215 163 
Assists (other)  55 68 55 28 49 20 16 
Building Security  42 30 31 10 13 7 7 
Burglary  39 13 12 21 26 13 27 
Civil  50 46 30 41 32 33 37 
Disorderly Conduct  25 44 42 21 38 45 50 
Domestics  17 17 17 21 21 25 24 
Driving Complaints  84 65 41 64 61 37 32 
Escorts  27 23 15 19 32 32 21 
Fraud  19 24 27 23 30 31 24 
Harassment  35 39 26 35 35 18 43 
Information  280 264 152 266 212 343 172 
Lost/Found  53 30 26 31 28 31 23 
Medical  76 96 93 96 88 128 114 
Mental Holds  20 16 27 27 30 27 36 
Motorist Assists  23 17 9 17 34 23 18 
Narcotics  21 18 26 44 20 35 19 
Noise  38 24 25 36 19 37 27 
Nuisance  46 49 41 55 34 8 13 
Parking  45 36 63 74 70 69 56 
Probation Violation  31 14 9 8 0 4 1 
Public Relations  26 21 12 18 32 25 41 
Runaway 21 17 18 26 16 18 12 
Suspicious Activity/Vehicle/Persons  130 124 83 108 88 66 127 
Theft  55 53 46 49 38 41 38 
Traffic Issues  76 83 60 23 58 31 39 
Vandalism  43 66 39 15 26 20 23 
Warrants  25 21 26 25 22 18 37 
Welfare Checks  43  55 58 61 69 85 93 
 

 



TRAFFIC 
 

Crashes 
 

 2012  2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 
Total crashes   86 69 56 86 63 76 71 
 Injuries   3  4 2 6 1 3 3 
 Fatalities   0  0 0 0 0 0 0 
 

 

 

Traffic Enforcement  
2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Total Traffic Stops 569 568 953 1063 742 1338 1028 
Citations (Total)  203 207 306 542 306 434 251 
 Speed  19 57 78 137 48 117 56 
 DUI 38 30 38 50 36 46 19 
 Zero Tolerance 2 2 0 2 0 1 0 
 Alcohol Citations 38 12 25 32 16 22 12 
 Drug Citations 12 25 39 77 58 83 72 
 Seatbelt Citations 0 6 19 69 17 6 0 
Child Restraint Citations 1 0 0 3 3 1 0 
 Other Citations 93 75 107 172 128 158 92 
Warnings (Total) 569 584 765 995 665 1237 777 
Speed 255 260 353 569 315 629 354 
DUI – (under the legal limit) 5 14 10 9 5 8 0 
Zero Tolerance (under the legal limit) 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 
Alcohol Warnings 2 1 2 4 0 0 2 
Drug Warnings  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Seatbelt Warnings 7 19 7 10 1 1 1 
Child Restraint Warnings 2 2 1 1 0 1 1 
Other warnings 353 288 392 402 344 598 419 
 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

BIKE RODEO  
The Bike Rodeo is put on every year and 
gives the kids a chance to have their 
bicycles inspected, licensed and they are 
also taught safety and the rules of the 
road.  Upon completion of the Rodeo, the 
kids get a chance to have pizza and then 
door prizes are given away.  We are 
fortunate to have many volunteers to 
help with the rodeo in addition to 
community support by means of 
donations. 

 

SAFETY TOWN    

                                                                                                              

 

 

The Canton Police Department plays a smaller role in the Safety Town program.  This is 
an annual event where the kids attend and get an overview of safety from all aspects in 
life.  We give safety lessons during the program and attend the graduation ceremonies.      

        



Health Fair Booth 

 

 

 

Pet Licensing and Vaccination Clinic 
 

 

 



Detective Chris Reitsma organized another pet licensing and vaccination clinic this 
year and we had a record turn out on a warm but beautiful evening.  During this event, 
we offer the pet licensing for free and Dr. Brad Peterson of the Companion Animal Clinic 
offers vaccinations at a reduced price.  Our turn out was so great that we had folks with 
their pets lining up before we opened the doors and went past our scheduled time for 
the event. 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Brad Peterson of Companion 
Animal Clinic seen here is preparing 
another vaccination. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Canton PD Facebook Page 
Our Facebook Page is designed to give folks updated information, fun facts, information 
on upcoming events and any other items of interest.  We also have our Nixle Alert 
system tied into the Facebook Page, so any alerts that are sent out through Nixle are 
also published on this page as the warnings go out. 

 

 

 

 



 
TRAINING 

Once an officer is Certified in the State of South Dakota as a police officer, that 
individual is then required to obtain 40 hours of in-service training every two years in 
order to keep his certificate valid.  If this is not accomplished, the officer loses his 
certification and cannot keep his employment until he obtains the required training. 

During 2018, the Canton Police officers attended the following training, logging 
approximately 104 hours of training for the year.  All the officers attended some of the 
listed training and some of the training was officer specific. 

 

Certified Terminal Operator Course 

Domestic Violence Training 

Firearms Training and Certification 

Pipeline Safety Training 

ARIDE 

Narcan 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
CONCLUSION 
Our department stays extremely busy with day to day calls for service and follow up 
investigations in addition to community involvement.  We work closely with other 
agencies to accomplish our job.  My experience shows that our calls for service are on 
par with other cities our size and that there should be no concern for alarm by the 
residents of Canton. 

On behalf of the men and women of the Canton Police department, I want to thank the 
Citizens and City Commission for your loyal and dedicated support to the Canton Police 
Department.  Without that support, we would not be where we are today.  The goal of 
the Canton Police Department is to make the City of Canton a safe and great place to 
live. 

 

************************************************** 
 

As a final note for this report, as this is being complied in early 2019, I have announced 
my resignation/retirement from law enforcement.  The past 8 years working for the City 
of Canton has been a great time and challenge to continue to strive to make Canton a 
great place to live and work, and the ultimate goal of keeping it safe for all citizens and 
visitors.  As I look back on what has been accomplished over the past 8 years, I am 
happy as to where the police department has come, and I know that it will only continue 
to grow in the future.  I thank those commissioners from 8 years ago who had the trust 
and faith in me to lead this department.  Thank You Canton, and I wish you all the best 
in the years to come! 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

David H Miller 

Canton Police Chief 
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