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CHAPTER 97:  STREET TREES AND SHRUBS 
 
 
Section 
 

97.01 Boulevard and parking strip defined 
97.02 Planting regulations 
97.03 Trimming existing trees at intersections 
97.04 Removal of dead or diseased trees and overhanging branches 
97.05 Removal of trees in contact with utilities 
97.06 Tree branches to be trimmed and cut 
97.07 Accumulation of weeds and rubbish 
97.08 Enforcement by the city 
97.09 Failure to comply 
97.10 Clearance over sidewalks 
97.11 Repealed 
97.12 Transportation of Ash Wood Prohibited 
97.13 Planting of Ash Trees Prohibited 

 
97.99 Penalty 

 
 
' 97.01  BOULEVARD AND PARKING STRIP DEFINED. 
 

For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 
 

BOULEVARD and PARKING STRIP. The space between the sidewalk and the curb line or curb. 
(Prior Code, ' 12.24.010) 
 
 
' 97.02  PLANTING REGULATIONS. 
 

(A) No trees shall be planted or replaced in the boulevard unless they are in compliance with the following 
regulations: 
 

(1) At least 40 feet between each tree; 
 

(2) At least two feet from the curb line and/or sidewalk; 
 

(3) At least 25 feet from any street corner where the curb lines intersect; 
 

(4) At least ten feet from any fire hydrant; and 
 

(5) At least five lateral feet from any underground water line, sewer line, gas line, transmission line or other 
utility. 
 

(B) No hedge, shrub, bush, or fence more than three feet in height shall be planted or allowed within 50 feet of any 
street corner measured from the point of intersecting curbs or curb lines. 
 

(C) The property owner shall remove, at the property owner=s sole expense, any tree or shrub, which was planted in 
violation the planting regulations and as directed by the City Commission. 
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(D) A digging permit is required by the city for any and all trees and shrubs that are planted in the city right-of-way. 
(Prior Code, ' 12.24.015) (Ord. 1051, passed 4-16-2018)  Penalty, see ' 97.99 
' 97.03  TRIMMING EXISTING TREES AT INTERSECTIONS. 
 

All trees and shrubs growing on the boulevards and parking strips in the city at the intersection of allstreets and 
avenues shall be trimmed, and so maintained, a sufficient distance from all intersections, so that such trees and shrubs do 
not obstruct the clear vision of travelers to approaching traffic. 
(Prior Code, ' 12.24.020)  Penalty, see ' 97.99 
 
 
' 97.04  REMOVAL OF DEAD OR DISEASED TREES AND OVERHANGING BRANCHES. 
 

It shall be the duty of the City Commission to require the owner or agent of any premises whereon is situated any 
dead trees or overhanging branches, dangerous to life, limb or property, to remove the same within a reasonable time, to 
be fixed by the city, in its notice to such owner or agent. The City Commission shall have the power to destroy trees in the 
boulevards or parking strips if infested by disease   or infested by injurious insects when such destruction is necessary for 
the protection of other trees. 
(Prior Code, ' 12.24.030) (Ord. 1051, passed 4-16-2018)  Penalty, see ' 97.99 
 
 
' 97.05  REMOVAL OF TREES IN CONTACT WITH UTILITIES. 
 

The property owner is responsible for the removal of any tree or part which may come into contact with underground 
utilities, water lines, sewer lines, gas lines, curb and gutter, sidewalks or other public improvements, as directed by the 
City Commission. 
(Prior Code, ' 12.24.035) (Ord. 1051, passed 4-16-2018)  Penalty, see ' 97.99 
 
 
' 97.06  TREE BRANCHES TO BE TRIMMED AND CUT. 
 

(A) No person, firm, corporation or any other owner of real property within the corporate limits of the city shall 
permit their tree limbs or branches to become a hazard or a nuisance to street maintenance and garbage disposal 
equipment by permitting tree branches to grow too close to the ground or overhang into certain areas of streets and alleys. 
It shall be the duty, unless otherwise provided herein, of each property owner to trim and cut all tree limbs or branches of 
trees located upon his or her real property and upon the boulevard and alley ways which are adjacent to his or her property 
to a minimum height of 13 feet above ground level. 
 

(B) It shall be the duty of each property owner to trim and cut all tree limbs or branches of trees located upon his or 
her real property and boulevard areas which are adjacent to the following city streets to a minimum height of 15 feet 
above ground level. 
 

(1) Fifth Street (SD Highway 18); 
 

(2) Dakota Street from the south edge of Seventh Street north to the city limits; 
 

(3) Cedar Street from the north edge of Fifth Street south to the city limits; and 
 

(4) Seventh Street from the west edge of Cedar Street east to the east edge of Dakota Street. 
 

(C) All branches and limbs so cut and trimmed off of trees shall be disposed of by the property owner at his or her 
expense at a designated location at the city dump grounds. 
(Prior Code, ' 12.24.040)  Penalty, see ' 97.99 
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' 97.07  ACCUMULATION OF WEEDS AND RUBBISH. 
 

No accumulated weeds, rubbish or other obstruction shall be allowed to accumulate on any boulevard or parking strip 
in the city. (Prior Code, ' 12.24.050)  Penalty, see ' 97.99 
 
 
' 97.08  ENFORCEMENT BY THE CITY. 
 

The city is granted, power to enforce the provisions of this chapter, and shall also have the power and authority to cut 
and trim, or order limbs and branches of trees that may extend over the curb line or sidewalk line to be cut and trimmed to 
a height and in a manner determined by the City Commission. 
(Prior Code, ' 12.24.060) (Ord. 1051, passed 4-16-2018) 
 
 
' 97.09  FAILURE TO COMPLY. 
 

Any person, who has received notice to trim, preserve or remove trees or plants and fails to comply within the time 
specified in the notice, the city shall remedy the condition or contract with others for such purpose and charge the cost or 
assess thereof to the person to whom the order was directed by sending him or her a statement of costs. The person 
remedying the condition shall be authorized to enter the premises for that purpose. If the owner of the property does not 
pay the cost of such work within 30 days after receipt of the statement thereof, such costs may be levied against the 
property benefitted or upon which the condition existed as a special assessment. 
(Prior Code, ' 12.24.065)  Penalty, see ' 97.99 
 
 
' 97.10  CLEARANCE OVER SIDEWALKS. 
 

It shall be the duty of the property owner or persons occupying property adjacent to any street, boulevard or parking 
strip, to keep all trees and overhanging branches trimmed to a clearance of eight feet over the sidewalk. 
(Prior Code, ' 12.24.070)  Penalty, see ' 97.99 
 
 
' 97.11  REPEALED (ORD. 1071, PASSED 5/18/20) 
 
 
§ 97.12 TRANSPORTATION OF ASH WOOD PROHIBITED  
No person shall transport raw wood from any variation of Genus Fraxinus, commonly known as ash, from Memorial 
Day to Labor Day without a permit from the Public Works Director. (ORD. 1071, Passed 5/18/20) 
 
§ 97.13 PLANTING OF ASH TREES PROHIBITED  
No person shall plant, or allow to be planted, any variation of Genus Fraxinus, commonly known as ash, on any 
property. (ORD. 1071, Passed 5/18/20) 
 
' 97.99  PENALTY. 
 

Except as in this chapter otherwise specifically provided, any person or persons, firm or corporation violating any of 
the provisions of this chapter or failing to comply with any of the provisions thereof, shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor and shall be fined in an amount not to exceed $500. 
(Prior Code, ' 12.24.080) 
 


