
Planning and Zoning Commission  

Minutes – November 30th, 2021 

 

The Canton Planning and Zoning Commission met at the Depot Viking Room on Tuesday, 

November 30th, 2021 at 7:00pm with the following members present:  Commissioners Ben 

Oien, Mike Pederson, and Chairman Jerry Chaon.  

 

Absent: Commissioners Dave Gillespie and Tanya Iverson 

 

Also present: Karen Leffler and Assistant Finance Officer Tiffany VanDeKieft 

 

Visitors: none 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

Commissioner Oien moved and Commissioner Pederson seconded to approve the consent 

calendar consisting of 1) Minutes from October 26th, 2021; and 2) agenda.  All Ayes.  Motion 

Carried. 

 

DISCUSSION ON PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDING REGULATIONS RELATING 

TO CAR WASHES 

Discussion ensued over the proposed changes to the zoning regulations relating to car 

washes including changing it from permitted to conditional use, updating the requirements 

for the waiting area, off-street parking, & trees. 

Commissioner Oien moved and Commissioner Pederson seconded to proceed with the 

ordinance hearing process for amendments to be made to the regulations relating to car 

washes. 

 

DISCUSSION ON PROPOSED ORDINANCE RELATING TO ARTIFICIAL TURF 

AFO VanDeKieft explained that the City’s Code Enforcement Officer Geoff Fillingsness had 

been contacted by a citizen about artificial turf being allowed and upon reviewing with City 

Attorney Larry Nelson that he suggested that if we allow it to have it as a conditional use.  

Upon reviewing other communities’ requirements online, it has been suggested that one 

found from Surfside, Florida would be the preferred template.  She also mentioned that the 

more local communities, such as Sioux Falls, Lennox, Tea, & Harrisburg, have the same 

requirement as we currently have where 90% of the front yard setback shall be living ground 

cover.  Discussion ensued among the Commissioners regarding quality, wear and tear, that 

the proposed requirements may not be restrictive enough, how code enforcement would work 

with it, if it should be allowed in the right of way, and if there should be a review period 

where it’s re-evaluated. 

Commissioner Oien moved and Commissioner Pederson seconded to have the Commission 

work on creating a more detailed ordinance for artificial turf at next month’s meeting.    

 

 

 



DIALOGUE:   

The Commissioners discussed the possibility of changing sidewalk requirements with the 

sale of a property.  AFO VanDeKieft will check with the City Attorney.  The next meeting 

is scheduled for December 28th, 2021. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Commissioner Oien moved and Commissioner Pederson seconded to adjourn.  All Ayes.  

Motion carried. 

Meeting Adjourned. 

 

_________________________ 

Tiffany VanDeKieft  

Assistant Finance Officer 


